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Moses and the Israelites found themselves on the shore of the Red Sea in need of a miracle. They had fled Pharaoh 
and their Egyptian captors, who were now in heavy pursuit. Their options were faith in God’s divine deliverance or 
death. The fear they must have felt, trapped between an army and an ocean, is unimaginable. Did mothers reach 
out to comfort crying children? Did fathers courageously stand between their families and the approaching soldiers? 

Exodus 14:11 describes an entirely human response. It says the Israelites “cried out to the Lord,” and then they 
blamed their leader Moses for their predicament. Moses said, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the 
deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Lord will fight for you; you need only be still” (15:13a,14). 

We know how the story ends: God parted the sea. The Israelites crossed safely. And Pharaoh’s army perished in the 
waves. The awe and relief the Israelites must have felt is unimaginable. Chapter 15 says they sang a song to the 
Lord—a song of deliverance: “The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation” (15:2). These 
lyrics are repeated in Psalm 118:14 and Isaiah 12:2, both recalling the memory of Israel’s greatest deliverance, and 
reiterating something important about the nature of God: He is both fierce and kind, both tough and loving. He 
takes out the most powerful of armies yet kneels to speak to a child.

Beyond the bars of their prison cells, how might the prisoners we serve need to be delivered? Perhaps they need 
forgiveness and grace, or maybe they need an opportunity to see their choices in a new light, own them, and make 
amends. Many, like the Israelites, may feel trapped. Even outside of prison, their choices, record, and reputation walk 
next to them like a shadow. Where can they ever turn to be rid of it? They have a similar choice as the Israelites: 
faith in God’s divine deliverance or eternal death. 

As we minister to prisoners and their families, we must strive to model the nature of God. This means standing 
strong, like Moses, always pointing them to the Lord. But it also means being gentle and praying that they would 
come to know Him as their strength and their song, putting their trust and faith in the only one who can truly give 
their broken lives healing and freedom.

Praying with you,
Prison Fellowship International, Washington

Strength & Song
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The LORD 
is my

—EXODUS 15:2
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The Annual Week of Prayer can be observed at any time during 

the year. The week is designed as a special occasion for Prison 

Fellowship to communicate and connect with churches and 

the community in order to focus on ministry among prisoners, 

ex-prisoners, the families of prisoners, and victims of crime. 

In keeping with the vision of Prison Fellowship, the week 

reflects the threefold mission of the ministry—Transformation, 

Reconciliation, and Restoration. Transformation Sunday brings 

special focus to the reality of God’s transforming power and love 

to change the offender and to heal relationships broken and 

damaged by crime.

Week of Prayer
The following daily themes 

can be used for Week of Prayer
 

Sunday
Reconciliation Sunday

 Monday
Victim Care Day

 Tuesday 
Restorative Justice Day

 Wednesday
Ex-Prisoner Welcome Day

 Thursday
Correctional Services Day

 Friday
Family Support Day

  Saturday
Prisoner Visitation Day

  Sunday
Transformation Sunday
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The Week of Prayer can be used as a tool to promote community awareness and to mobilise local 
churches, organisations, and community groups in reaching out to prisoners, ex-prisoners, their 
families, and the victims of crime. 

Week of Prayer brings Prison Fellowship staff, volunteers, and members of the community together  
to pray and to serve in special outreach and service activities. The week also highlights specific ways 
that churches, businesses, and individuals can partner in the work of Prison Fellowship. Specifically,  
the Week of Prayer is an opportunity for Prison Fellowship to: 

• Pray for prisoners, ex-prisoners, their families, victims, prison chaplaincy,  
and correctional workers

• Promote public awareness of Prison Fellowship and its work 

• Mobilise the support of churches and Christian groups across each country 

• Recruit new volunteers 

• Raise funds and other support for Prison Fellowship 

• Conduct special programmes or projects for prisoners, ex-prisoners, families,  
and victims of crime

• Expand relationships with other prison ministries and prison chaplains 

• Engage criminal justice agencies and the government on justice and prison issues

Preparing for the Week of Prayer

Therefore I tell you,  

whatever you ask  

for in prayer,  

believe that you  

have received it, 

and it will be yours.

– Mark 11:24 , NIV
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In addition to this Leader’s Guide, the following resources are available 
for the promotion and celebration of the Week of Prayer:

Posters The posters can be used 
to advertise or publicise the week 
throughout the community—in 
churches, parish halls, chapels, etc.—to 
encourage participation in the Week 
of Prayer. Additional information and 
details may be added to the posters in 
the blank space provided at the bottom.

Bookmarks  The bookmarks are a practical way to hold 
Week of Prayer close to the heart, tucked into the pages 
of a Bible to serve as a reminder to join Prison Fellowship 
in prayer. Bookmarks are also a popular giveaway item to 
encourage others to pray for these important causes. 

News Release  We’ve provided a sample news release that 
can be customised and used to promote Week of Prayer in 
each country. Send it freely to news outlets, radio stations, 
community centres, and churches.  When provided with 
accurate background and event information, participants 
are more likely to join the prayer initiative.

Week of Prayer

 
Need resources to help you 
facilitate Week of Prayer?

Download artwork, logos,  a news release, 

and PDFs of  all materials by visiting the   

Week of Prayer resource page at: globallink.

pfi.org/resources/week-of-prayer
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Week of Prayer is an opportunity to invite churches to the Prison Fellowship ministry. It can also be used 
to raise public interest and support. In some countries, Prison Fellowship’s Week of Prayer events will 
attract media coverage that helps to promote awareness. Following are some ways to promote and 
celebrate the Week of Prayer. 

Reach Out to Churches
Local churches are vitally important to Prison Fellowship, and Week of Prayer is an excellent occasion to 
encourage their involvement in the ministry. Many national ministries find this week to be a helpful tool 
in recruiting new volunteers. 

Plan ahead to contact church pastors and leaders to explain Week of Prayer and the events that Prison 
Fellowship is planning, asking them to participate. Offer to supply materials—posters, Bible studies, 
and any other items that might be helpful. Explain how the church can become involved in special 
activities such as: 

• Sending a group into the prisons to conduct a special programme or event 

• Hosting prisoners who have been released temporarily to attend a Sunday service 

• Collecting food, clothing, books, or other items needed by prisoners and their families 

• Inviting and welcoming ex-prisoners and the families of prisoners into the church family and 
offering them support, such as providing transportation or childcare 

If asked, churches might offer their own creative ideas for observing Week of Prayer. Listen and work 
together with them to make your event the best that it can be!

Celebrating Week of Prayer
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Involve Prisoners and Corrections Officials
Week of Prayer is an opportunity to focus on relationships with prisoners and 
corrections officials through specific activities. 
Possible activities include:

•  Organising in-person prayer services for prisoners, guards, and 
correctional officials. These services can be a powerful experience as 
everyone prays together for others who are incarcerated throughout 
the world

• Bringing refreshments into the prison to share with groups of 
• inmates and guards 
• Conducting a spiritual retreat or seminar for interested guards and 

other prison staff members
• Arranging for special permission for prisoners and guards to attend 

services at churches in the community

Recognise Prison Fellowship Volunteers
Recognise and encourage volunteers by planning a retreat for them or 
hosting a special awards ceremony around the Week of Prayer. 
Consider:

•   Planning a group retreat designed for prayer and quiet reflection 
• Encouraging each volunteer to set aside a personal day for prayer 
• Organising an event to honour volunteers who are active 

throughout the year and presenting them with special certificates or 
memento of recognition

Launch New Programmes
Consider planning activities designed  

to involve the community in special prayer 

vigils and other ministry-related events. 

These activities can also  attract interest in 

prison ministry among local newspapers, 

and radio and television stations. The sky is 

the limit when you put your mind to it!

Informing the media about  Week of 

Prayer activities increases public awareness 

of prisoners’ needs and introduces the 

community to Prison Fellowship. Media 

coverage of an event helps to spread the 

word and build credibility for the ministry.
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Tell a Great Story  
Every ministry has compelling stories to tell, and such stories are often the “human interest” angle that 
media look for. Enlist a knowledgeable, well-spoken Prison Fellowship representative to contact local 
media representatives. 

Begin with the story and conclude by informing the media representatives about the Week of Prayer.

The following are examples of the types of stories that can be used to attract media attention. 

• An inmate whose life was totally changed through participation in a Prison Fellowship 
programme. Be sure to have the prisoner’s permission (preferably in writing) for you to tell 
his or her story to the press. If the newspaper, radio, or television station is secular, avoid using 
religious jargon and focus on the human-interest factors. 

• A story of victim / offender reconciliation. Be sure to get permission from all involved 
before relaying their story to the press. 

• Programmes that help recently released prisoners reintegrate into the community. 
Aftercare programmes have significant community benefits. If the ministry has a halfway 
house, training classes, or support groups for ex-prisoners, ask a reporter to come along 
with you and observe the programme in action. 

• An unmet need for which you would like community support. This story should focus 
on a poignant need related to the families of prisoners, who are left without the income 
to support themselves, or to the need for medical volunteers in prison. The plight of the 
children of prisoners, often the most overlooked victims of crime, can also be compelling.

Celebrating Week of Prayer 
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Remember
to send copies of stories and press releases 

to the PFI Secretariat so they can be shared 

with other Prison Fellowship national 

ministries via the Global Link website and 

newsletters. Email them to globallink.pfi.

org/resources/week-of-prayer

Enlist a High-Profile Speaker
Find a well-known church or community leader, politician, sports figure, 
or artist (musician, actor, etc.) to publicly launch or endorse Week of 
Prayer. Be sure to send information to the media regarding the event.  

Send Out a Press Release
Use the sample news release (see globallink.pfi.org/programmes/
WOP) to spread the word. Customise it for your country by adding 
contact information and specifics about how Prison Fellowship is 
participating in the event, including the local churches and individuals 
involved. Be sure to send the release to all local news outlets and call 
them as a follow-up.
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REMEMBER to send copies of stories and
Weeks Before: PLAN AHEAD

• Organise a planning committee 

• Meet to plan special events for Week of Prayer 

• Contact possible speakers 

• Organise inaugural event for any new programmes to be launched during Week of Prayer 

• Plan special events for ministry volunteers 

• Develop a plan and assign staff, volunteers, and board members to contact church leaders 

• Develop a similar plan for any special activities that may involve prison officials and 
community / government leaders as well as the media 

Weeks Before: MAKE ARRANGEMENTS  

• Contact local church leaders and ask for their participation 

• Distribute posters and leaders guides 

• Contact prison officials and chaplains to plan in-prison events or outside  
events involving prisoners 

• Make arrangements for any community leaders or government officials you  
wish to involve 

• Recruit inmates to publicise the week’s events inside the prisons

7

6

Advance Planning for Week of Prayer
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Weeks Before: PUBLICISE WEEK OF PRAYER   

• Send media releases to local newspapers, and radio and television stations 

• Make personal calls to media representatives and invite them to cover special  
Week of Prayer events 

Weeks Before: FINALISE DETAILS 

• Check all last-minute details 

• Contact church leaders and prison officials and review arrangements

3

2
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A Special One-Week Focus to:

• Pray for those who have been impacted by crime 
and imprisonment 

• Raise public awareness and support for prison 
ministry 

• Recruit new volunteers 

• Encourage the community to be involved in 
caring for prisoners, ex-prisoners, their families, 
and the victims of crime


